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GOVERNOR STIRLING SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [9.12 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Finance. I raise an issue of 
what I think is scandalous incompetence by the government. The minister would be well aware that from about 
2004 or 2005, I pushed for a new school for Governor Stirling Senior High School. Indeed, the company the 
minister used to work for was drawing up plans for the department that the minister is now responsible for. 
In May 2008, $63 million was budgeted for a new school at the current Governor Stirling Senior High School 
site. Back in 2008, all the site constraints were known, as was the positioning of the school oval. With the 
election of the Liberal–National government, there was a delay and it was a couple of years before the building 
of the school was underway. Fast-forward a little to the 2013 election campaign, during which the Premier 
opened the school, and the only problem then was that the oval was not ready, which I do not think is good 
enough. This school has a specialist football program that involves a lot of Indigenous kids and kids from in and 
around my electorate and beyond. A lot of those kids are from low socioeconomic backgrounds and the football 
program offers them fabulous opportunities, but all high school students deserve to have a decent oval to play 
sport on. However, three footy seasons later, those students are still not able to play on the oval. Last winter, 
I inspected the oval and there was mud and puddles everywhere, it was flooded and there were huge problems. 
We were told that the oval may be ready by the third or fourth term. This week I inspected the oval again. It is 
a very small oval. I think it is too small for a specialist football school but, be that as it may, the oval is 
potentially serviceable. The oval ground is up and down everywhere, there are burnt bits of grass and potholes 
everywhere and it is completely unplayable. To add to that, I have information that due to Building Management 
and Works’ total mismanagement, the oval is still nowhere nearer to providing a school oval for children to play 
on. BMW is saying that it hopes that by the September quarter, the school oval will be useable. Three football 
seasons have gone. The school opened in February 2013 and the students could not play footy or any other sport 
on the oval. All throughout 2014, the oval was being sorted out. The students missed the 2013 and 2014 footy 
seasons and are about to miss the 2015 footy season. That is three footy seasons over three years that the kids at 
this specialist football school could not play on their oval because the minister’s department cannot get its act 
together. 
Recent information provided to me states that the bore provided by BMW to irrigate the turf and soft 
landscaping works is salty. In early 2014, National Association of Testing Authorities tests showed 
8 000 parts per million of salt in bore water. Turf grass cannot cope with more than 2 000 ppm of salt. That is 
four times the level of salt in water that the turf can cope with. The minister’s department has known about that 
since about February last year. The department might have known about it earlier, but I know that the 
department at least knew about it in February last year. Fast-forward another year, and the department has done 
nothing about this and it has not been resolved. The school is clearly not happy with the situation and apparently 
it has not paid the final payment to the contractor. By the way, the contractor has not paid the subbies for their 
work at the school, so at least three subcontractors are waiting for their money. In the meantime, the real losers 
are the kids who do not have an oval to play on. No certificate of completion has been issued and the oval is 
nowhere nearer to being useable because it is not free-draining and it becomes heavily waterlogged in winter. 
I am not an expert, but I have looked at the oval and I can see that the ground is not level; it is up and down all 
over the place. The grass is burnt, and we know that is because of the salty bore water. Personally, I cannot see 
a way to resolve the problem without completely resurfacing the oval, plus sorting out the watering issue to 
avoid spraying salty water all over it. 

My concern is that the minister’s department has operated so slowly. The oval should have been ready to be 
played on in February 2013 when the school opened. The department has had years of notice; it knew about the 
project and the soil conditions. The latest excuse I have heard is that maybe some unknown geological event 
occurred sometime in the last 18 months that has turned the water salty. A lot of questions need to be answered 
about the way this project has been handled. There seems to be some mystery because the department is saying, 
“We thought it was okay, but sometime in the last year or so there could have been some geological event.” I can 
tell members that the oval is near the flood plain and it has always been known that there would be significant 
geological issues and that delivering the oval would be more complex than if it were on higher ground or there 
were other circumstances. Those geological factors were well-known years ago—they have always been known. 
To now pretend it is a surprise that the oval is on the flood plain, which we knew all along, is just crazy. There 
are no excuses; this has taken too long. Those kids were dislocated and sent off to schools because the new 
school could not be built with the kids on site. They had to go to temporary schools at different locations for 
two or three years. Kids in year 12 at the school and those who were part of the specialist footy program were 
kicked off their school ground for two or three years while the school was being rebuilt. Now that they have been 
back there for over two years, they still do not even have an oval to play on. 
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MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Finance) [9.19 am]: I thank the member for giving me 
some notice of the grievance. The member is correct, I know this site very well — 
Dr A.D. Buti: Did you live there as well? 
Mr W.R. MARMION: I might as well have. I did the original business case for the previous Minister for 
Housing and Works, the member for Midland, who, I might point out, had a very good idea to relocate the 
school to the Midland railway workshops. Unfortunately, that did not eventuate. In fact, we probably would not 
be having this grievance today if that had happened. 
I agree with the member and I would have strongly supported that. The issue gets down to the kids. I totally 
agree that this is a terrible situation with a brand-new school that has opened without a school oval, which, by 
the way, is not even very close to the school grounds; it is quite some distance away from the school and it is not 
visible to teachers. The whole situation lends more weight to the fact that perhaps the school should have been 
moved to the Midland railway workshops. That aside, I do not want to cover it like a Monty Python event of 
disasters that have happened, which is unfortunately what it reads like. The plan was to have the oval completed 
by July 2013, and everyone would have been happy. Since then, a whole range of things has occurred; I will not 
read them all out because it will take too long, but I will just highlight a couple of them. Unfortunately, the oval 
had to be moved further away from where it used to be because it was on council land. Even then, it was not an 
ideal spot, but because it was council land, it was agreed that the council would get its land back and the oval 
would be moved to another site, which the member knows very well and which was partially a landfill site. 
The first problem with the oval was that midway through 2013, there was subsidence where the old tip was. This 
had to be supercharged with soil to compact it so that the oval would eventually be level. Six months were lost 
on this. Finally, at the end of December 2013, there is a level oval. A bore was put down to water that oval. This 
new bore was only eight metres away from an existing bore. Building Management and Works put this down 
assuming it would have the same water quality—assuming that the previous water quality was tested. 
The member is correct; that water has a higher salinity level than was anticipated. Interestingly, the head 
contractor for the main school got the job to do the oval because it was close by.  
From the Department of Finance’s point of view, the dispute is that it was suggested that the soil being used by 
the head contractor had a high clay content, which means it retains the water from the bore when it is used. We 
all know that that area is very waterlogged anyway. The advice from my department is that a high clay content 
means there is a drainage problem. A dispute has now arisen in which the contractor is saying exactly what the 
member says—the problem with the oval and why the grass will not grow is that the water is too saline. My 
department—the client and the client’s representative for the school—is saying that the contractor should not 
have top-dressed the oval with soil of a high clay content and a high plasticity index, and it has advice from a 
geotechnical expert suggesting that the water, even though it is more saline than anticipated, would still grow 
that type of grass. Hence, we are in a dispute. As far as I am concerned, it has been going on for far too long. We 
just have to get over it and sort these things out quickly because, at the end of the day, the kids need an oval. 
I did not know that it was a specialist football school; that is even more reason why it needs to be resolved. The 
member is right; it also rolls into there not being a completion of work certificate because of the dispute and the 
contractor then will not pay the subbies until that is sorted. It rolls through. There are a whole lot of issues that 
eventuate because of the whole thing. 

Where are we at now? There was a meeting held yesterday and it was agreed between the head contractor and 
my department that they would have a solution to resolve the issue within two weeks. If they cannot achieve 
a solution after four weeks, Building Management and Works is going to have to step in. Even then, if it steps in, 
it still will not be until September this year before the oval is completed because we cannot grow lawn just like 
that. As the minister taking over this project, I am unfortunately very disappointed. As members know, I have 
a bit of empathy for the school because I have walked around the site a lot and I was looking forward to it being 
relocated. I will just add that another good reason to move the school was that it was such a constrained site for 
the school buildings, they could not just be knocked over and rebuilt; they had to be built in stages. For one 
cohort of students at Governor Stirling Senior High School, their entire lives have been on a construction site. 
It is easy in hindsight to say that a decision should have been made either way, but it concerns me that there is no 
oval. There are a whole lot of other issues for the students—add on the oval, so my department staff are certainly 
running around like little beavers at the moment trying to sort it out. Unfortunately, the best we can do, because 
I cannot make lawn grow in one week, is to get the oval sorted by September this year. 
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